GENERAL PREFACE

The teaching of the prophets 13 generally distorted by the beliefs of the
world and the interpretations of the priests  If we wish to ascertun whit
the founders of great rehgions taught, we have to get back to the ongmal
sources

Buddhism 1n all sts forms goes back to the hife and tenching of the Buddha
‘While the tustersties practised by hum till he attamned cnlightenment appeal
to the Hinayana, the Pals, or the Southern school, hus Iife of service and com-
passion for 45 years after the attainment of enlightenment 15 the authonty for
the Mahay&na, the Sansknt or the Northern school

The religious quest springs from the consciousness of the imperfection and
suffering of the world  The questions which worrted Tolstoy mn the fifucth
year of hus Ife disturb all thunking men ¢ What 1s Iife > Why should I live ?
Why should I do anything ? Is there any meanng 1n hfe that can ovetcome
mevitable death ?”  Nymnzky summed up the whole problem 1 his Diary
when he wrote  “The whole Iife of my wife and of all mankind 15 death ”
How cin we be saved from the body of this death ? Thas 1s the problem of
rehgion

The Buddha traces suffermg to selfish desire Suffering s the result of
tension between a hving creature’s essential impulse to try to make 1tself 1nto
the centre of the unrverse and its essential dependence on the rest of creation
Craving 1s that which binds the indivtdual to the creative process The
mdividual with selfish desire becomes the slave of the universe We can over-
come suffering only 1if we get rid of trsna or tanhd  To attempt to get rid of
suffering through the various devices of self deception 15 not to cease to suffer
but to suffer in a different way

The Buddha formulates the eight fold path of morality wlich helps us to
elumnate selfish desire and overcome suffenng When the Upanisads dedlare,
¢ That thou art”, faf fvam asi, 1t 15 not a mere statement of fact  Itisa call tg
action Make thyself that which thou know thou canst be  Whereas the
Hindu mind believes in a permanent element 1n the individual svhuch can stang
firm and unshaken m the midst of change, the Buddhsst stresses the dynamy,
character of the self No change 15 possible with 1n unchanging conzqioys
ness We can achuen ¢ the possthilities 1n us by the exertion of the will rather
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The teaching of the proplicts is generally distorted by the belicfs of the
world and the interpretations of the priests. If we wish to ascertain what
the foundess of great refigions taught, we have to get back to the original
sources.

Buddhism in all its forms goes back to the life and teaching of the Buddha.
While the austeritics practised by him till he attained enlightenment appeal
to the Hinaydna, the Pali, or the Southern school, his life of service and com-
passion for 45 years after the attainment of enfightenment is the authority for
the Mahayana, the Sanskrit or the Northern school.

The religious quest springs from the consciousness of the imperfection and
suffering of the world.  The questions which wotried Tolstoy in the fifticth
year of his life disturb all thinking men. ““What is life 2 Why should I live ?
Why should I do anything ? Is there any meaning in lifc that can overcome
inevitable death 7' Nijinzky summed up the whole problem in his Diary
when he wrote : *The whole lifc of my wife and of all mankind is death.”
How can we be saved from the body of this death 2 This is the problem of
religion.

The Buddha traces suffering to sclfish desire. Suffering is the result of
tension between a living creature’s essential impulse to try to make jtself jnto
the centre of the universe and its essential dependence on the rest of ercation.
Craving is that which binds the individual to the creative process. The
individual with sclfish desire becomes the slave of the universe. We can over.

come suffering only if we get rid of trsnd or tanhi.  To attempt to get rig of
suffering through the various devices of self-deception is not to cease to suffer
but to suffer in a different way.

The Buddha formulates the eight-fold path of morality which helps s 1o
eliminate selfish desire and overcomesuffering.  When the Upanisad g,
“That thou art”, fal fram osi, it is not a merc statement of fact. Ttss, call u;
action. Make thyself that which thou know thou canst be. Where,, the
Hindu mind belicvesin a permanent element in the m«_imdual which anstang
firm and unshalen in the midst of change, the B}xddhzst Strestes the dymamic
character of the self. No change is pgsib!c with an ur..dmn;;.:ng Conscion,
ness. We can achieve the possibilities in ws by the xxertion of 1, vall ht}xc;
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than by the play of the intellect. Religion is not a creed, but a vital process.
Tt is no use railing against God or destiny when we are ourselves the authors
of our disgrace. If few are chosen, it is because few choose to be chosen.
The Buddha Iaid stress on the creative freedom of man. The Buddha did not
encourage dependence on the supernatural. He could not conceive of
a being capable of creating a world for the express purpose of its creatures
praising him. The ten veramanis or prohibitions or abstinences called
dataiila or dafasiksapada which the novices in the path of Buddhism utter are
given in these words : “I take upon myself the abstinence, (1) from des-
troying life, (2) from taking what is not given, (3) from leading an unchaste
life, (4) from speaking untruth, (5) from giving myself to intoxicating drugs,

(6) from eating at irregular hours, (7) from seeing musical and dancing per-

formances and other shows and pageants, (8) from wearing garlands, per-

fumes, unguents and other bodily decorations, (9) from using high couches

and seats, (10) from accepting gifts of gold and silver.” The first five are the

Buddhist paficasila.

Panatipata veraman! sikkhapadam samadiyami
Adinnadan3 veramapi sikkhipadarh samadiyami
Kamesu micchacird veramani sikkhapadarh samadiyami
Musivadad veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami
Surd-merayamajja-pamadatthand

veramani sikkhipadamh samadiyami

Conflicts in the world are conflicts in the human soul enlarged. If men were
at peace within themselves, the outer conflicts between nations would inevi-
tably cease. By practising the Buddba’s paficasila we will develop patience,
courage, love and unselfishness.  The Buddha teaches us that even in an age
of anxiety and violence, it is possible to gain and maintain inner harmony,
which is not at the mercy of outward circumstance.

Nirsanarh poramens sukbam : Nirvina is the highest bliss. It is not a‘ne-
gative state of annihilation but a positive statc of joy, consciousness grown
from an unhappy to a beatific one. The Buddha does not tell us that man is
but a bubble on the turbulent surface of naturc and that he has no destiny
save to undergo dissolution. The Hindu affirms that man can realise his
identity with Brahman, the ground of all being; the Buddhist says that man
can live in a transfigured world where sarsira and niroapa are onc. In
Maha-saccaka Suita, the Buddha himself is reported to have described the
supreme triumph of reaching the goal of his quest as follows:
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“When this knowledge, this insight had arisen within me, my heart
was sct free from intoxication of lusts, set frec from the intoxication of
becomings, set free from the intoxication of ignorance. In me, thus
emancipated, there arose the certainty of that emancipation. And
1 came to know: “‘Rebirth is at an end. The higher life has been ful-
filled. What had to be done has been accomplished. After this present
life there is no further for this or that. This last insight did I attain to in
the last watch of the night. Ignorance was beaten down, insight arose,
darkness was destroyed, the light came, inasmuch as I was there strenuous,
earnest, master of myself,” Thus ended the struggle of six long years.

The Buddha is said to be a physician. Even as the physician strives to
restore to health a sick man, the Buddha tries to restore us to our normal con-
dition. If our leaders become normal, we may be able to replace the present
social order in which division, falsehood and violence prevail, by 2 new one
in which humanity, truth and brotherhood will reign.

On the oceasion of the 2,500th anniversary of the Buddha’s parinirviina,
the Government of India decided to publish standard versions in Devanagari
script of the complete Pali and the Sanskrit texts of the two schools, Southern
and Northern, in the hope that some of the readers of these books may be im-
pelled to love the good, to practise altruist and hold their spirt aloof from the
desires and ambitions of the world.

S. Radhakrishnan
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INTRODUCTION
1. The Pali Tipitaka

After the passing away of the Buddha at Kusindra, the disciples had
assembled to pay therr last homage to um  The Venerable Maha Kasstpa,
the chuef of the congregation, was delivering words of consolation to the
bereaved assembly, remunding them of the declaration of the Buddha —*It
1s the very nature of all things ncar and dear to us that we must divide
ourselves from them »  Subhadra, a monk who had recewved ordination tn
an advanced age, however, did not look gloomy He took a perverted view
of the situation and‘spoke —“Do not grieve, brothers, for now we are
defimitely released from the restramnt of the Great Teacher and lus too ngid
disciphne. While the Teacher lwed, we were constantly rebuked for failing
to observe the hard rules, but, now we are at hiberty to do as we please,
therefore, do not gneve ”  These words sounded a note of warning agamst
the future posstble distortion of the Dhamma at the hands of fasthless
members of a simlar category The Venerable Mahi Kassapa felt an
urgent need for convening a Grand Council of the leading Elders of the
Sangha to make a full collection of the teachings, and also to adopt
means for therr night preservation and transmussion to pestenty He
addressed the Bhikkhus thus ~—“Come, friends, let us chant together the
Dhamma and the Vinaya » The Venerable Maha Kassapa drew a hist of
ﬁ've hundred names of the topmost discaples to be appomted as members of
the Council At finst, the name of the Venerable Ananda was left out in view
of the fact that he had not attained Arhathood till then  But, as no one clse
mn the Sangha had the privilege of hstening to the Teacher so very closely and
fors“c}“‘lmg peniod of time, lus parucipaton was decmed necessary and
important He was, consequently, ashed to go to a switable abode and develop
“}"'Sht, 5023 to become an Arhat and be able m time to jotn the Council
Kmg Ajatasattu made necessary arrangements for the accommodation and
;unVCnlcm:e of the convention at Rijagaha, a favounte resort of the Teacher
c"(""" A spacious beautiful pavilion was rased for the meetng at the
‘Titrance of the Sattapanni ¢ay, e, on the northern side of the Vebhira Hill
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Venerable Ananda made the best efforts to tramn umself in developing
maight  He kept walking up and down for the whole mght absorbed m deep
meditation, and, early in the morning, as he was going to stretch himself on
the bed, fus feet had left the ground and the head had not reached the pillow,
at that moment, as 1f by a flash of hight, darkness was dispelled and the sublime
light of sainthood dawned upon him  And, through his miraculous super-
human power of an Arhat, he appeared all of 1 sudden on his appointed seat
m the hall, as 1f emerging out of the ground, exactly as the proceedings were
gomng to be started

‘With the permussion of the Sangha, Venerable Maha Kassapa asked
Upilt questions on Vinaya, relating to the different monastic transgressions,
the matter, the occasion, the individuals concerned, the prmeipal rules
(pafifiatts), the amended rules (anupafifiats) and all other details about them
In thus, the Vinaya text was agreed upon and settled  Then, agam, with the
pernmssion of the Sangha, he asked Ananda questions on the Dhamma, the
occasion of a sermon and the person or persons wath reference to whom 1t
was preached ?

The commentary, Atthakatha, of a much later date, assumes that the
Abhidhamma Pataka was also mcluded m the collection of the Dhamma,
and that the Tipitaka, as 1t 13 avaslable to us, was finahsed at this very stage

A century after the passing away of the Buddha, a great controversy
arose 1n the Sangha concerning the interpretation of sume Vinaye rules This
necessitated the holding of the Seccond Council at Vesah  Seven hundred
leading Elders from distant parts of the country assembled to take partin it,
and they had drawn up a new cdition of the Scipture, resulting m the fixing
up of the Pitakas, Nikayas, Angas and Dhammall handhas®

A century afier, when King Asoka embraced Buddmsm and gave
patronage t01ts propagation, the richly furmist ed monasteries became centres
of attraction even for the members of other seets  They donned the yellow
robe, ether by proper ordmation or stealthily, and went about as Blukkhus
enjoyng the privileges and honour given to them  They could not, however,
lcave ther own inclnations belund, wnd began to twist and distort the
PDoctring 1 their own ways This led to a state of confusion, and 1t became
ifficult to distinguish the true principles from the coloured ones The Elders

1 Cullavagga, Chapter XI 2§ lavilasini, Nidanakath
3 Cullavagga, Chapter XT
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felt the necessity of safeguarding the purity ofthe Dhamma by affecting a total
purge of the alien elements in the philosophical life of the Sangha. This
task was entrusted to the Venerable Moggaliputta Tissa, a saint, thinker and
writer. He compiled a book called the Kathdvatthu, refuting all the
foreign theories, which was adopted as a book of the Tipitaka at the Third
Council held at Pataliputta under his presidentship. After the council, Asoka
despatched missionaries to the then civilised parts of the world for a wide
propagation of the Dhamma?.

Prince Mahinda and Princess Sahghamittd rencunced the world and
Jjoined the Order to lead a mission to Sihaladipa (Ceylon). Since then, the
island became a stronghold of Buddhism, and, even up to this day, has main-
tained the tradition of Pali Tipitaka with all religious zeal®.

Up till then, the Tipitaka was traditionally handed down orally from
teachers to pupils. The complete Scripture was compiled in the form of books
for the first time in Ceylon in 29 B C.,under the patronage of king Vajtagimani
Abhaya, with all the detailed classifications that are now obtained in thePal;
Tipitaka of the Theravida School. This was done at the Council convened
for the purpose, known as the Fourth Great Council®,

The Fifth Council, according to orthodox tradition, was held at
Mandlay, Upper Burma, in 1871, under the patronage of king Mindon, In
this Council the entire Pali Tipitaka was revised,re-cdited and finalfy engraved
on 729 marble slabs as follows* —

Vinaya 111 slahs
Sutta : 410 slabs
Abhidhamma @ 208 stabs

Now, in this present age, the necessity of bringing out an upto-dage
cdition of the Tipitaka printed on modern machines was [elt. This tns) was
taken up by the Burmese Chattha Safigiyana, the Sixth Great Council, hejg
in Rangeon, which opened on the 17th May 1954 in the artificially buife
Rock Cave, especially constructed for the purpose, at a little distance from the
city. Two thousand and five hundred of the most erudite Bhikkhus, frop, all
parts of the warld, participated in chanting the Tipitaka together, A
modem printing press was installed in a separate building and there the texts
wete printed as soon as they received the sanction of the Saﬁgiyana, The

1. Mnhﬁian’uu, chapter V. 2. Makdvarmsa, op. cit. 3. Mﬂﬁ&ua;;;m
chapter X-XXIIT, 4. &Yz 97 ¥ 3¢00 34, 1248, p. 35, s
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Council kept functioning for two ycars, and concluded on the fullmoon day,
May 1956, synchronising with the 2500th Jayanti of the Buddha.

In Ceylon, Burma, Thailand and Cambodia the principal religion of
the people is Theravada Buddhism, that adheres to Pali Tipitaka as its Scrip-
turc. There, they have been having editions of it in their own scripts. Pali
Text Society, London, has been able to complete the publication of a major
portion of it in Roman characters. But, as yet, it is not fully available in
any script of India,

It is with a view to removing this want that the Government of India
and the State Government of Bihar have jointly sanctioned a scheme of
editing and publishing the entire Pili Tipitaka in Devanigari, which will be
complete in 40volumes of about 400 pages each. This task has been entrusted
to the Devanagari Tripitaka Publication Department, Nalanda. It aims at
presenting a co-ordinated edition of the text based on the printed books in
Roman, Sinhalese, Burmese and Siamese scripts.

The following chart will show the distribution of books in the litcrature:-

TIPITAKA

VINAYA PITAKA SUTTA PITAKA ABHIDHAMMA PITAKA
1. Mahivagga 1. Dighanikaya 1. Dhammasapgani
2. Cullavagga 2. Majjhimanikaya 2. Vibhanga
3. Pacittiya 3. Sarhyuttanikaya 3. Dhiatukathi
4. Parajika 4. Anguttaranikiya 4. Puggalapaiifiatti
5. Parivira 5. Khuddakanikiaya, 5. Kathavatthu

which contains the 6. Yamaka

following fifteen 7. Patthiina

books i~

i.  Khuddakapitha
ii. Dhammapada
iii. Udaina

iv.  Itivuttaka

v. Suttanipita
vi. Vimanavatthu
vii. Petavatthu
viii. Theragithi

ix. Therigithi

x. Jataka

xi. Niddea
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xi.  Patisambhidimagea
xiii. Apadina

xiv. Buddhavarhsa &

xv.  Carlyapitaka

2. The Present Volume : its Place in the Tipitaka

The three Pitakas represent the three sections of the Canon.  Theit
subject matter and ways of treatment differ from onc another, The five
books of the Vinaya Pitaka deal with the rules and regulations of monastic
Discipline; the five Nikayas of the Sutta Pitaka are collections of the discourses
delivered by the Buddha at different places, on different occasions, and
addressed to  different congregations; and, the seven Pakaranas of the
Abhidhamma Pitaka arc treatiscs on the technical psycho-cthical philosophy
presented in terms and style suited to at.

The first Nikiiya of the Sutta Pitaka is the Digha Nikiya, a collection
(Nikdya) of long (Digha) sermons. Therc are as many as 34 long sermons
(Sum\s) containedinit, divided in threc books, called the Silakhandhavagga,
the Mahavagga and the Pathikavagga.

The present volume is an edition of the Mahavagga,the Seeond book of the
Digha Nikaya. This namec, some times, confuses a beginner with the first book
of the Vinaya Pitaka of the same name. The distinetion may be specified by
calling the present volume asDighamkdye Mahvaggo and th'c other asVinayapitale
Mahavaggo. Out of the names of the ten Suttas contained in it, seven arc
conjoined with the cpithet Mahi {great). 'This is why it has been given this
name. Here, the word “Mahd’ indicates partly that thc?' are great in length
and partly that they arc held in high estcem.  As the third Sutta, the Mahs-
parinibbina Sutta, gives a touching and inspiring record of the last days ang
hours of the life of the Buddha, it has been very often singled out as ap
independent book for study and recitation all over the Buddhist countrics,
Several editions of it have been available bothin the Theravida andin the

Mahayana traditions.

The ninth Sutta, the Maha Satipagthina Sutta, which presents 5 gy
course of selfculture, has also borne an outs.tan'dmg identity ol its own g 2
piece of Word of the Buddha for daily recitation and meditation, Out of
Teverence for this Sutta, desoted disciples llfx\'c, aﬁ.plnccs, 8Ot it inscribeq on
costly gold plates and the letters studded with grains of precigys stones, anq
Lept enshrined in Stupas.
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3. The Present Volume : a Summary.

With this much of introduction to the present volume, the Mahivagga
of the Dighanikiya, let us have a summary of the ten Suttas contained in it,
giving an outline of their contents and way of treatment :—

(1) Mahipadina Sutta

The Buddha was staying in the Jetavana mornastery at the Kareri
cottage. There, at the request of the Bhikkhus, he delivered a Discourse to
them on the subject of remembering former lives. He gave to them a list of
the names of the previous Buddhas, with details of information about
them,as regards their family, place of birth, tree of Enlightenment, two
chief disciplez, and the cardinal cvents in the life of a Buddha.

Then, he narrated to them the wholelife of Vipassi, the Supreme
Englightened One, from his birth to the attainment of Mahdparinibbana,
revealing that the lives of all the Buddhas are identically alike in their cardinal
turning points, and it is only 1n their details that they differ. The common
nature of the life of the Buddhas is called Dhammata. Thus, when he enters
the womb of his mother: —there appears an infinite and splendid radiance
pervading the entire universe, his mother is virtuous and pure, is posscssed
of all grandeur of mundane achievement, is free from disease; on the seventh
day after his birth, his mother passes away and is born in the Tusita heaven ;
his mother brings forth standing, not sitting or reclining as the other women
do; when he issucs from his mother’s womb, gods receive him first, afterwards
men; he comes forth stainless, undcfiled by mucus or blood, as a jewel laid
down on muslin; when he is born, two showess of water appear from the shy,
onc of cold and the other of warm; just after his birth, he stands on both fect
and, witd fb¥afier @ ale moval, antes sevar sintts, i) teodimg @round” on
cvery side, he declares : ~—“Chicfam I in the world, cldest am I in the world,
foremost am 1 in the world; this is my last bitth.** Therc is now no more
taking a birth.” .

When Vipassi was born, his father, king Bandhumi invited the astro-
loger Brahmanas to read the future of the boy. They predicted that if he
staycd athome he wassurctobea Cakkavatt Monarch; and, if’ he renounced
the world he would become a Buddha, Supreme Enlightened One  The King
had three palaces built for the young prince, onc for the rains, one for the
wintet and onc for the summer. Onc day, the Prince went out on a chariot
to have a stroli through the city.  On the way, he caughesight of a decrepit
leaning on a stafT; tottering as he walhed,
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On different occastons, he came accross a sick man, and then o dead
body bewg carned for cremation  These sights opened the eyes of the
prince to the real nature of hfe, and he was very much brooding overit  One
day, on a similar outing, he met a mendicant on the way, head shaven and
clad 1n yellow, who told him that he had seen the evils of mundane existence
and that he was out in search of Peace and Liberation  Prince Vipasst left
the xayal palace to lead the life of a monh n search of truth  After due
efforts and medstation he got msight into the cavsal hnks of the cycle of birth
and death; dispelled darkness and attaned to sumthood He became a
Supreme Buddha Then, the Mahi Brahmd appeared before ham and
entreated upon lum to take compassion on the grieved world, preach the
Dhamma to them and lead them to Nibbina

.

Khanda and Tissa were the first two discaples of lus They were followed

by exghty-four thousand inhabitants of the city of Bandhumati  The Dhamma

of Lord Vipassi spiead far and wide 1or the gwdance of his Sangha he laid
down the Patimokkha and full code of Discipline

(2) Mahd Nidana Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Kammisadamma, a townsiup m Kury
There, he gave discourse on Paticcasamuppida, the cyde of birthand death,
10 Venerable Ananda —

Old age and death are based on birth, birth 1s based  upon the
contmuity of hfe-process, life process 1 based on grasping, grasping 15
based on craving, craving 1s based on feeling, feeling 15 based on contact;
contact 15 based on psycho physical existence, psycho physical exstence
15 based on (rebirth-) consciousness

Then, the Buddha went on to explan the same, Imk by hnk
had a bemng not  taken his farth, he would not have expenenced ald
age and death, had a hie-process not been continuing, there would have been
10 birth, had there been no grasping, there would not have been the ¢opgy.
nuity of hife-process, had there been no cmvu;g,lthcrebwould have been pg
grasping, had there been no feeling, there would 1:;\3 een no Craving, had
there been no psycho physu:al exstence, there would have been g contact,
had there been no (rebzrth-) consciousness, there would have beeyy 70 psycho.
physical existencee

The Buddha further explained that the different theopeg about e
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existence of a permanent and unchanging soul arise due to the ignorance of
this Law of Paticcasamuppada.

{3) Mahi Parinibbina Sutta

The Buddha was dwelling in Rijagaha on the Gijjhakiita hill. Then,
Vassakira, the prime-minister of Magadha, approached him and said that
Ling Ajatasattu was going to attack the Vajjis and crush their power, The
Buddha pointed out to them that Magadha could do them no harm as long
as they would have the following seven qualities i—collecting together freque-
ntly in public meeting of their clan; mutual concord; regard for the ancient
institutions of their clan; reverence for elders; protecting the prestige of the
fair sex; honouring their shrines; arranging for the safe and convenient stay
of the Arhanis.

After Vassakara hnd{gone away, the Buddha got the monks assembled
in the Service Hall and delivered a discourse to them on the seven conditions
of the welfare of a community, corresponding to the seven qualities of the
Vajjis. He further preached to them an upright conduct, earncst contem-
plation, and true wisdom,

From Réijagaha, the Buddha went to Ambalattluki and was staying
there at Rajagirika. There, he taught the disciples how ignorance is at
the root of all evils and that it must be dispelled for the realisation of Liber-
ation. Then, he came over to Pavirika mango-grove at Nilanda, There,
the Venerable Sariputta approached him and, after doing homage to him,
said :-*‘Lord, such faith have I in the Exalted One that methinks there never
has been, nor will there be, nor is there now any othier, a monh ora Brihmana,
who is greater and wiser than the Exalted Onc, that is to say, as regards the
higher wisdom” He further explained that he had made this statement on
the ground that the perfection of the Dhamma was such that it did not
admit of any doubt.

From Nailandi, the Buddha went to Pitaligima with a big assembly
of monks. There, he preached a sérmon tohis disciples on the merits of a
moral life and on the demerits of an immoial one. At that time, Sunidha and
Vassakara, the chicf ministers of Magadha, were building a fortress at
Pitaligima to repel the Vajjis. They offered the Buddha and the Bhikkhu
Sangha a meal at their residence. While the Buddha passed by, they settled
amongst themselves—“The gate through which the Buddha will emerge
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will be called the Gotama-door, and the ford at which he will cross the Ganges
will be called the Gotama ferry *

s % L * %

On the other side of the Ganges, the Buddha was staying at Kotigima
and Nadika ~ There, he gave a discourse on the Four Noble Truths and
preached the Dhammadasa sermon He proceeded on and reached Vesili
and was staying i the Mango grove of Ambapali, a courtesan of the city
Ambapal was the first to approch lum and offer him an mvitation for a
meal The nobles of Ves il felt humiliated that a harlot of the aity outbeat
them 1 doing honour to the Buddha They offered rich prices to her to let
them have the ment of giving the first meal to the Buddha, but, she would
not forego the unique prestige even for any offer

*  * L * x

In the village Velua, the Buddha smd — What, then, Ananda, does
the Order expect of me ? I have preached the Doctrine without rx:akm
any distinction between exoteric and esoteric, for, 1n respect of the Dhammag
Ananda, the Tathagata has no such thing as the closed fist of a teacher, wh,;
keeps some things back O Ananda, be ye lamps unto yourselves ;
refuge unto yourselves Betake youxselvcs to no external refuge »

* * - * * *

Be ye

At Capala shrine, the Buddha addressed the venerable Ananda and
sad — “How delightful a spot, Ananda, 15 Vesals, and how charmn :}:
Udena shrine, and the Gotamaka shrine, and the Sirandada shrine, ang the
Capala shnne, Ananda whosoever has developed and thoroughly mastered the
four superhuman powers, 1ddhs, he, should he desire 1t, could remain 1n the
same barth for an aeon or for the remaining part ofat*  Ananda, as1f throy, ;:
the influence of the Mara, the Ewvil One, mussed to entreat on him to tai
compasston on the world and live as long as that ©

* * * * * »

From Vesals, the Buddha went over to Bhandagama, to Hatthigama, ¢,
Bhoganagara, and then to Pava There, at Pava, he was stayingin the M’az; g
gove of Cunda, a smith  Out of his devotion, Cunda prepared a nice megl
including sukaramaddaa, and offered 1t to him  When he had caten lha;
meal, there fell upon him a dire sichness, the disease of dysentery  He went
aside from the path to the foot of 2 certun tree, and smd —“Fold, Ananda
the robe 1n four, and spread 1t out forme I am weary, Ananda, and mus;
rest awhile P’ Ananda did 1t, and went to the nver Kakuttha to fetch some
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water At that time five hundred carts had crossed the shallow river and
the water stirred up by the wheels had become fouled and turbid  But, as soon
as Ananda reached the edge of the stream, 1t began to flow clear and bright
Ananda brought water in the bowl  The Buddha drank of 1t

After tabing rest for a whle, the Buddha took lus bath i the niver, came
accross and lard humself down 1n a mango grove on the bank He asked
Ananda to remember that, after he had passed away, he should approach
Cunda, the smith, and encourage lum by saying that his was the last meal
that the Tathiigata had partaken, after which he had attamned the great

Parimibbana

* % * * * %

Then, the Buddha came to the Sila Grove of the Mallas, the Upavattana
of Kusiniird, on the further side of the river Hiranyavati He sard ~“Spread
over for me, O Ananda, the bed wath 1ts head to the north, between the two
Sila trees I am weary, Ananda, and would lie down >  This being done,
he laid himself down on ns right side, wath one leg resting on the other

At that tume the twin Sala trees were all one mass of bloom with flowers
out of season, and all over the body of the Buddha they dropped themselves,
out of reverence for hum  And heavenly Mandarava flowers, too, and heavenly
sandal wood powder came falling from the sky, out of reverence for hm  And
heavenly music was sounded 1n the sky, out of reverence for him

At all these marks of reverence, the Buddha addressed Ananda and
sard —“Now 1t 18 not thus, Ananda, that the Buddhais nightly hononred,
reverenced, or venerated  But, at 15 the devoted disciple, iving the life in the
fulfilment of the Dhamma, who nghily honours, reverences or venerates the
Buddha with the worthiest homage Therefore, O Ananda, be ye constant
1n the fulfilment of the greater and of the lesser duties, and be ye correct 1n

n
Lfe e - = * x

The Buddha sad —“There arc these four places, Ananda, which the
devoted disciples will visit with fechngs of reverence—here the Tathigata
was born, herc he attamed supreme and perfect mnsight, here was the
kingdom of Righteousness set on foot by the Tathagata, here the Tathigata
attained the Great Parimibbana »

The Buddha got Ananda cnlled to lus side and saud —*Lnough,
Ananda, do not let yourself be troubled  ave I not, on former occastons,
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told you that 1t 15 1n the very nature of alf things most near and d
that we must divide ourselves from them, sever oursclves‘ from tl::‘r o
a long time, Ananda, have you been very near to me by words 0“m ;: or
%ﬂd gOOd{) that never vancs, and 1s beyond all measure. You have dz:: w cr]l]d
2 c
B::;:;:’ » carnest . cffert, and you too shall soon be free from the
L] L] . .
The Venerible Ananda smd  —“Let not the Lord dic m th
wattle and daub town, in the midst of the jungle, 1n tiis branch i hide
Tor, lord, there are other great ciuces, such a Campi, Rajagah y tgimsh'p
Saketa, Kosambt and Vardnast  Let the Lord die m’onc ofg;h: s Sivatthy,
are many nobles and Brithmanns and house holders who are dcv:z1 d There
Tathigata, who wall pay due honour to the remains of the Tathagaé‘ ”‘0 the

The Buddha forbade Ananda to think like that, ft

or, |
this very place that long long ago therc had ﬂounshc& a g‘gltc:li;ld;hl: c\;zu at
of a Cakkavatt: hing, Mahdsudassana  And, he revealed that t},us k \pital
none else but he lnmself ng was

Then, Subhadda, amember of'the other sect, approached Anand,
expressed Ins eagerness to see the Buddhnr  The Buddha happened to 2and
henrhuswords  He asked Ananda not to chech hum, but tolet him co; e
preached the Dhamma to lum  Thus, Subhadda was the st dlscipler:oe He
ted and admtted n the Order himsell by the Buddha, who bccamnver_
another among the Arahnts o et

* ®

- . s
The Buddha addressed the Venerable Ananda and said —Wh

am gone, Ananda, let the Doctrine and Discipline, which T have sey ;ﬂ I

and Jaid down for you all, be the Teacher to you  Let the Order, 1f 1¢ s, orth

so wish, abolish the lesser and yusor rules  let the Order mpase the ];uld

Penalty on Bhikhhu Channt let Ghanna say whtever he may like, but 1gh

should exther speak to hum, or exhort him, or admonish kam | Bone

And, the last word of the Buddha wis— “All things are transtory

Work out your shlvation with dibgence r

. L]

P

At the moment of his passing out of exustence, there arpse a
earthquake, termble and awenspinng, and the thunders of heaven bhty
forth Then, the Biukkhus who were not yet free from the Passions st
y Sonre
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stretched out their arms and wept, and some fell headlong on the ground,
rolling to and fro in anguish, saying : —“I'oo soon has the Lord died, too soon
has he passed away, too soon has the Light gone out in the world ! But,
those of them who had become Arahant bore their grief collected and
composed at the thought—"“Impermanent are all component things; how
is it possible that they would not pass away ?”

Now, the Vencrable Anuruddha and  the Venerable Ananda spent the
rest of that night in religious discourse.

The Mallas of Kusindra took the perfumes and garlands, and all the
musical instruments, and five hundred suits of apparel, and went to the
Upavattana, to the Sala Grove of the Mallas, where the body of the Buddha
lay. There they passed the day in paying honour, reverence, respect and
homage to the remains of the Buddha with dancing and hymns, and music,
and with garlands and perfumes, and preparing decoration-wreaths to hang
thereon.

They carried the body by the north to the north of the city; and entering
the city by the north gate they carried it though the midst of the city into the
midst thereof; and going out again by the eastern gate they carried it to their
shrine, called Makutabandhana Cetiya; and there, to the east of the city, they
1aid the body down. Then, they wrapped the body in a new cloth, then
they wrapped it in carded cotton wool, then again they wrapped it in a new
cloth and again in carded cotton wool ... and 5o on in five hundred layers.
And, then they placed the body in an oil vessel of iron, and covered that with
another. And then they built a funeral pyre of all kinds of perfumes, and they
placed the body upon it.

And that time the Vencrable Maha Kassapa was coming to Kusinird
from Pavi. A naked ascetic showed him the Mandarava flower that he had
picked up at Kusinara and gave him the information of the great functions
that were being held there at the cremation of the body of the Buddha.

On that, of thosc of the Bhikkhus who were not yct frce from the passions,
some stretched out their arms and wept, and some fell headlong on the ground,
and some reeled to and fro inanguish. Now, at that time, a Bhikkhu named
Subhadda, who had been received into the Order in his old age, was seated in
that company. He spoke out:—“Enough sirs ! weep not, ncither lament;
we are wellrid of the Great Samana.  'We used to be annoyed by being told —
“This beseems you, this beseems you not.” But now we shall be able to do
whatever we like; and what we do not like, that we shall not have todo 1”
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As the Venerable Mahd Kassapa and bis asembly came up 1o the
pyre and paid their homage to the Teacher, it caught fire itsell.  When it
was alf burnt up, there came down streams of water from the sky and
extinguished the pyre.  The Mallas of Kusiniri also brouslit water scented
with all kinds of perfumes and extinguished thr pyre.

Then, king Ajitasattu of Magadha, the Licchavis of Vesdli, the Sikiyas
of Kapilavatthu, the Bulis of Allakappa, the Koliyas of Rimagima, the
Brihmana of Vethadipa and the Mallas of Piva,all of them put their daim to
a share in the sacred relics of the Tathigata. Then, a wise Brihmana, Dona,
divided the relics equally into cight parts, with fair dividon, and gave onc to
cach of the claimants, The Brihmana got the vessel for himself in which the
relics were hept.  The Mauriyas of Pipphalivana came Iate 1o claim for a
share.  As nothing of it was left out, they toak away only embers of the pyre.

(4) Mahi Sudassann Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Kusinird, in the Upavattana, the $ila
Grove of the Mallas, between the Twin Sila trees at the time of his death, ‘The
Venerable Ananda said to him ¢ “Let not the Lord die in this Tittde wattle.
and-daub town, in the midst of the jungle, in this branch townihip. Tor,
Lord,there are other great cities, such at,Camp3, Rijagaha, S ivatthi, Siketn
Kosambi and Virinasi. Let the Lord dic in onc of them, There, there nr;
many wealthy nobles and Brihmanas, who will pay due honour to the remaing
of the Tathdgata."”

The Buddha forbade Ananda to think like thi¢; for, he said, it way a
this very place that long long ago there had flourished a very Protperous
Capital city of the Cakhavatti king, Mahisudasana, And, he further rey ealed
that this Ling was none clse but he himself in one of his previous binhs,

The royal city Kusivati was surrounded by seven ramparts; ang was
surrounded by seven rows of palm trees, of gold and precious stones,

When, on the Upoatha full moon day, the King had purified hinvelf
and had gone on the uppermant floor of his palace, there appeared 15 Kim th
heavenly Calka Ratana, with its nave, its tire, and afl its thowang SP’ﬁuc
romplete.  Then, he rose from his seat, and reverently keld a Pitcher i ki
Jeft hand, and with his right hand he sprinkled water on the W}, g iy
the wondrots wheel rolled onwards towards the rezion of the Fase. oy, o
all the rival kings in the rigion of the East came to him and raig . __ ."Co‘-:::
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O Mighty king ! Welcome O Great king ' All 15 thme, O Great king !
Do thou, O Great hing, be a Teacher to us 1"

King Mahi Sudassana spoke —  “‘Ye shall slay no Iving thing ~ Ye
shall not take that which has not been given  Ye shall not commt adultery
Ye shall speak no ke Ye shall take no mntoxicants ” Then, all the nival kings
1n that region became loyal subjects unto the Great king

Then, the wondrous Wheel plunged down into the great waters in the
East and rose up out again and rolled onward to the region of the south  of
thewest ofthe North  all therival hings mn that regton became loyal
subjects unto the Great king

The wondrous Wheel went forth conquering over the whole earth to
its very ocean boundary, and 1t returned back agamn to the royal aty of
Kusavat: and remained fixed on the open terrace as a glorious adornment to
his inner appartments

Further, there appeared to the Great king the Haith: Ratara, Elephant
Treasure, all whitc, wonderful in power  the As a Ratara, Horse Treasure,
all whate, with a crowblack head, and a dark mane, wonderful in power,ﬂymg
through the sky  the Mant Ralara, the Gem Treasure, bnght, with eight
facets, excellently wrought, clear, transparent, perfect 1 cvery way the
Itk Ratana, Woman Treasure, graceful n figure, charming 1n manner and
of the most fine complexion, surpassing human beauty  the Gakapan Ratana,
wonderful Treasurer, possessed of a mrvellous power of vision by which he
conld discover treasure far and near  Panngyaka Ralana, the Wonderful
Adwiser, learned, clever, and wise, and capable of leading the hing to under-
take what he ought to undertake These were the seven Ratanas that had
appearcd to the Cakhavatt: king, Maha Sudassana

Salkn, the king of the gods, ordered the Feavenly Builder, Vissskamma,
to create a mansion for the Great King, aleague i length on the east and on
the west, and halfa leaguen breadth on the north And on the south

The Buddhn addressed Ananda and said  —“See, Ananda, how all
these things arc now past, arc ended, have vanished away  Thus impermanent,
Ananda, are component things, thus transitory, Ananda, are component
things, thus untrustworthy, Ananda, are component things >

(5) Janavasabha Sutta

The Buddha was staying 1t Nidiki At that time he was wont to make
declartions 7s to the rebirths of such followers of the Doctrine s had passed
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away round about~among the Kisis and Kosalaus, the Vijjis and Paficilas,
the Macchas and Saurasenas, saying 1~ “Such a onc hat been reborn
there, and such an one there.”

" They requested the Buddha to make a similar declaration abont the
rebirths of the followers of the Doctrine in Magadha. Then, in the evening,
the Buddha, arising from his meditation, wert out and sat down on a mat
spread in theshade behind the building,  1here, ke narrated to Ananda how
an invisible spirit, Janavasabhia, had made himself heard saying:~-"1 am
Janavasabha, O Lord,” who was nonc else but King Bimbisira. He had
already become a Sotiipanna, and was going to attain to the stage of Saladi
gami.  The spirit communicated to the Buddha how Brahmi Sananhumira
had made his appearance amongst the Tiavatimsa gods; and, nsing up into
the aur he sat down crosslegged in the sky, and  preached  them the glory
of the Tathigeta and his Doctrine.  He submitted an account of the s of
Magadhan disciples who, after their death,were born in the higher realms
and had attained to the stages of sainthood.

The Venerable Ananda heard all these from the Buddha, and
communicated the same to the diseiples, male and female, monks and lay.

(6) Mahi Govinda Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Rijagaha on the Gijjhakiita Hill. Then
at night, the fairy musician Paficasikha Gandhabbaputta appearcd before }ﬁn:
and offered him his salutation and, tahing permussion from him, narrated
the follow ing experience of his at the assembly of the Tavatimsa gods —

A sast celestial company was seated round about, and at the four quar-
ters of the firmament sat the four Mahirdji gods - Dhatarattha, ford of the
Last; Virdithaka, lord of the South; Virlipikkha, lord of the West; and
Vessavana, lord of the North. The gods, who were bomn in the Tavatithea
Heaven as a result of the ments they had carned by leading the haly 13r,
under the Tathigata, outshone others in radiance, beauty and glory, There,
Sakka, the king of the gods, addressed a discoune lo.lhcrn on the cight eminen;
glorics of the Tathigatn, the unique excellence of kit Some or'\hc gods saig:_
“How nice it would have been if more Tathigatas were born in the voglq "
Skha told them that it was imposible for more than one: Buddhy arise
in the same period.
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Then, from out of the North came forth a splendid light, and a radiance
shone around. Then, Sakha addressed the gods :—*“According to the sign
now seen, the light that ariseth, the radiance that appeareth—will Brahmi
now be made manifest.”” Thercfore, they all sat in silence with folded hands
and crosslegged awaiting the appearance of Brahmd. Soon after, Brahma
approached the asssembly, and, while invisible, recited stanzas in praise of
the Tathiigata. Then, the Brahma appeared before them seated in the shy
and narrated to them the story of Mahigovinda, the wise Brihmana : —

Once upon a time, therc was a king named Disampati. His minister was
a Brahmana named Govinda. The king had a son named Renu; and the
minister had a son named Jotipala. These two were intimate friends of other
six young princes.

After the minister Govinda had died, his son Jotipdla was appointed
on his post; and, after the death of Disampati, the prince Renu was anointed
on the throne. Renu got the Lingdom divided equally amongst his friends.

Later on, Jotipdla took leave from his administrative dutics and devoted
himself to the practice of Brahmavihara. He renounced home and adopted
the life of 2 monk. He became a great saint. He had a very big assembly
of disciples. After their death, according to their respective achieve-
ments, they were born in different planes of heavenly existence. Even they
who accomplished the lowest realm of all attained the realm of the
Gandharva fairies.

This story bcing told, the Buddha revealed that he remembered all
those incidents; for, it was he himself who was thc Brahamana Minister at
that time.

(7) Maha Samaya Sutta

The Buddha was dwelling among the Sakiyas, at Kapilavatthy, in the
Mahdvana, with a great assembly of five hundred monks, all Arahants. And,
gods from the ten thousand world systems had gathered there to visit the
Buddha and the Brotherhood. Four gods of the Suddhivisa heaven
approached the place and each recited a stanza before him.

The Buddha addressed the monks and gave them the names of gods who
had assembled there on that occasion. They were — Yakkhas, Vessimitta,
Kumbhera, king Dhatarattha, Gandhabbas, Virilha, Kumbangas,



INTRODUCTION XXt

Varlipakkha, Nigas, Kuvera, Mayi, Kutendu, Vetendu, Vitu, Vitucca,
Candana, Ramasettha, Kmnughandu, Nighandu, Panida, Matab,
Cittasena etc etc ete

(8) Sakkapaiiha Sutta

The Buddha was staying in Magadha, to the east of Rajagaha, at a
Brahmana village named Ambaswndi  There, he resided on the Vediya
mountain to the north of the village, 1n Inda Sila cave

Then, Sakka, the king of the gods, surrounded by Tavatimsa gods, and
attended by Paficasikha Gandhabbaputta, appeared there on the Vediya
mountan, filing all round with a brilhant radiance  Then, Paificasikha took
his lyre and sang a song on 1t concermng the Awakened One and the Dhamrma,
the Arhants and love, and, the Buddha was pleased to hearit  Sakka and all
of the other gods entered the cave and paid their homage to the Buddha
Having obtamned his permussion, Sakka put lus question —

«  “By what fetters, Sir, are men and gods bound 1n that they, wishing
very much to be free from thesc, «o nevertheless ltve m enmuty, hating,
injuring, hostile and mahgn "

Buddha—*By the fetters of envy and selfishness are they bound in
that they, wishing very much to be free from these, do nevertheless ltve
enmity, hating, mjuring, hostile and mahgn >

Sakka——“But envy and selfishness, Sw, what 1s the source thereof,
the cause thereof ® What gives birth to them ? How do they come to
be

Buddha—~“Things as dear and not dear to us, Ruler of gods, thi
15 the souree and canve of ey and solfnhness, thi i whad grves ek o dher,
this 15 how they come to be

Sakka—“But, what, S, 1s the cause of things bemng dear and not
dear, what gwves birth to these feclings, how do they come to be ?”

31

Buddha—“Destre, Ruler of gods, 1s the cause of things being dear or
not dear  Ifdesire be present, things become dear and not dear to us ”

Sakka—“But desire, Sir, —what1s the seurce and cause of that °”

Buddha—*Flaghts of thoughts, Ruler of gods — this 15 the source, this
1s the cause of desire >
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Sakka—“But what, Sir, is the source and cause of the flights
thoughts ?” .

Buddha—*“The source, Ruler of gods, and the cause of our flights
thoughts is falling in the worldly complications.”

The doubts of Sakka were removed; and he gained an insight into t
Truth. )
(9) Mahi Satipatthina Sutta

The Buddha was staying at Kammasadhamma, a city id the Ku
country. He addressed thus to the Bhikkhus — This is the only Path {
the purification of the beings, for rising above all misery and grief, for
liberation from all bondage, for the realisation of insight, to the attainme
of Nibbinaj namely, the four Ways of Mindfulness.

The Bhikkhu goes into the forest, or to the roots of a tree, or to an emp
chamber, and sits down crosslegged, holding the body erect, alert in min
aware of the physical states.

He practises Andpinasati, being aware of his respiration. Mindful
inhales, mindful he exhales. While inhaling a long breath, ke is aware th:
he is inhaling a long breath, while inhaling a short breath, he is aware that }
is inhaling a short breath; while exhaling a long breath, he is aware that }
is exhaling a long breath, while exhaling a short breath, he is aware that h
is exhaling a short breath.

‘While he is walking, standing, sitting or lying down, heis aware ofit.

He reflects upon this very body, from the soles of his fect below upwar
to the crown of his head, as full of impurities :— Hercis in this body hai
stand down, nails, teeth, skin, flesh, sinews, bones, marrow, kidney, heart
membranes, spleen, lungs, stomach, bowels, intestines, excrement, bile
phlcgm, pus, blood, sweat, fat, tears, seram, saliva, mucus, synovic fluid
and urine.

He reflects upon this very body with respect to its fundamentals :—
there are in this body the four primary elements of carth, water, heat and air

He reflects upon the dead bodies thrown in the cemetery, in the
Jifferent stages of decomposing, and applics that perception to this very body
of his own— this body, too, is even so constituted, is of even such a nature,
cannot escape this state.
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Whien the Bhikkhw is affected by feclings pleasurable, painful or ncutral,
he is aware of it.

When there arises a thought in him, of Jove, or hate, or dullness ... he
is awarc of it.

He is constantly aware of the nature of the Four obstacles (Nivarapa),
the five aggregates (Khandha), the Spheres of sense ( Ayatana ) the I‘ou;
noble truths (Ariyasaccani).

The Buddha said,:~*O Bhikbhus, who so shall thus practise these Fogr
ways of Mindfulness for seven years is destined to be an Arhat, or atleast o
Sakadigami, Or, not to speak of scven years, whoso shall thus practise these
TFour ways of Mindfulness for six years, for five only, for four only ... forone
year only ... for onc month only... for scven days is destined 10 be ag
Arhant, or atleast a Sakadigimi.

(10) Piyidsi Sutta

The Venerable Kumira Kassapa was going on tour with a great
cempany of Bhikkhus in Kosala country, and wasstaying at Setavy3, in the
Simsapa Grove. At that time, the Chieflain Plydsi was residing at the same
Gity, who had falen a victim to an erroneous view ~—“There is no life here.
after, nor there is a result of deeds, good or bad.”

Payasi approached Kumira Kassapa and asserted that there is ng
life hereafter.  He said that he had requested many friends and relatives of
his, who were about to dic, toscnd wordste him after they had been borg
some where else, but none of them had et er complied with it

With the hc]p“ot‘ similes, Kumidr Kassapa explained that, if they had
been evildoers and born in purgatory,they are not allowed by the Pit Keepers
to come bach to the world and tell you about themseives; o, if they had been
geod and noble and bornin heaven, they themselves would Ioath to come to the
foul realm of human beings.

Payisi placed another argument to prove that there can be no hfe here.
after by saying that if the monks and Brahmanas did actually believ ¢ 3 a
better state of existence hereaficr, they would have certainly committed
suicide to expedite achicvement of the same.

Venerable Kumira Kassapa gave the simile of making an Attempt ¢,
tahe out the child atonce by cutting open the stomach of the pregnang Womag
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and explamed that the result of thedeeds of aman cannotbe realised by
commutting  sutcide

Payas: gave an account of practical exreriment that he hnd made to
find out 1f there was any thung s hife or soul 1n 2 man which leaves the body
after he1s dead  He got a man perfectly sealed in a jar, and when he knew
that he was dead mside, he made a thin hole on it, and watched carefully,
1 vam, to see 1f any thing did actually emerge out through 1t

The Venerible Kumiara Kassapa eaplamed that the mdmwiduality of
2 man congists 1n the process of thought, which could not be concerved 1n
terms of physical hmitatione In a dream one goes out to distant places
without actually emerging out of the body

The last agrument of Payas: was that he had been holdig and advocating
this view since long and that he was so much attached to 1t that he found 1t
difficult for hum to shun 1t at that stage

The venerable Kassapa narrated the parable of friends gone out to
carn money They saw a heap of hemp thrown away Then one sad to
the other —“Here 1s a heap of hemp  do you make some mto a bundle, I'lIl
do the same and we’ll carry 1t away ” The other consented, and they did so

Bearing this burden they went on to another village street There
they saw a heap of hempen cloths  And the onesud to the other —  “Thus
heap of hempen cloths 1s just the thing we want hemp for  Well then, frrend,
do you throw away your load of hemp, I’ll also throw away my load, and we’ll
also each take a load of hempen cloth ** Then, other friend replied —*1 have
brought this load of hemp a long way, friend, and 1t 1s Well tied up — that 1s
enough for me  you choose for yourself” So the fermer changed his load for
one of hempen cloth

Then they came to another villge strecct There they saw a heap of
flex, and to another where they saw linen cloth

Venerable Kassapa smud —“Even hike the simile of the load of hemp,
methinks, prince, 1s what yousay. Renounce, Prince, this evil set of opintons,
renounce them  Let them not be long a source of bale and sorrow to you »

Prince Payas: was ulttmately convinced of lus error, and he 1ccepted the
discipleshup of Venerible Kumira Kassapa
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4 The Present Volume : Its importance

A glance at the hist of thesc ten Suttas at once reveals that the importance
of the present volume 1s principally different from that of the previous one

A mnjor portion of the book 15 dedicated to the description efand to the
events connected with gods, spints and legendary accounts  And, these,
ns they do to a certain extent, of course, present matenals valuable for
ustorical and cultural studics

The first Sutta, the Mahapadana Sutta, gives detailed accounts of the
lives of the s1ix Buddhas previous to the historical one Siddhatthn Gotima
Rhys Davids has nightly remarhed —  “So exactly do these legends follow
one pattern that 1t has been passible, without the omusion of any detail, to
arrange them i parallel columns ” These descriptions, atlecast, scrve the
great purpose of bnnging into reliel the basic principle of Buddlusm that the
functioning of the Law 15 without a beginning in the temporlsenes Thus may
also be attnibuted to the general Indian tendency (f trying to glonfy 1 thing
by proving 1t to be ancient 1n ongmn

The fourth Sutta, the Mahasudassana Sutta, 1s :mportant not only as a
piece of Buddhast mythology, but even as onc that has, perhaps, a more
ancient onigin - The Sutta s obviously an expansion of the refercnce made
about 1t 1 the previous one, the Mahapanimbbina Sutta  The same legend
recurs as the Mahisudassana Jataka, No, 95 1n Fausbolls edition, though
differing 1 several importint particulars  Thas s led scholars to presume
that both of them mght have been dernved from a common older s ersion of 1t
The long description of the riches and glory of Maha Sudissana resembles to
the sun myth to a considerble degree, on the basis of which Rhys Davids
writes——

«J¢ must at once be admutted that whether the whole story 1s based on o
sun story, or whether certun parts or detals of 1t are dernved from thungs
first spoken about the sun, or not, 1t s still essentially Buddhisue A lrge
portion of 1ts contents has nothung at all to do with the worship of the sun

and even that which has, had not, m the mind of the uthor, when the bool,
was put together  Whether indebted to a sun myth or not, 1t 1s therefore
perfectly true and yalid evidence of the rehgious beliel of the people among
whom 1t was current, and no more shows that the Buddhists were unconscigys
sun worshippers than the story of Samsor’l‘, under any theorv of s Possible
origin, would prove the syme of the Jews



RRVI INTRODUGTICN

It is interesting to note that this view deserves collaboration with the
fact that cven now sun-worship forms a most integral clement in the
religious life of the present Magadha-Gaya and Patna-the original central
home of Buddhism, inspite of the fact that the people have Jost their Buddhist
consciousness  The distinctive nature of this clement is marked all the
more when we sce that sun-worshipping is almost unknown as soon as one
crosses the boundary of this province.

Though the details given in this Sutta arc legendary, they do cnable
one to judge as to what was then thought to be the greatest possible luxury
and glory of the mightiest and most righteous King.

The fifth, the sixth, the seventh and the cighth Suttas—Aaha Govinda,
Mahd Samaya, Sakhapafiha and Janas asabha —represent a most important
source for studies in the Buddhist conception of Indra, Brahma and the difl=
erent Buddhistised communitics of gods, fairics and cthereal beings of varied
character and radiance.

The Mahi Parinibbina Sutta opens with a reference to the political
tussle that was going on between Magadha and Vesali, idcologically opposed
to onc another, Tt gives a graphic description of the occasion that led to the
construction of the city of Pitaliputta on the bank of the Ganges. This long
Sutta is a store of valuable material for studics in the history and culture of
the period.

The Sccond Sutta, the Mahi Nidina, explains the Law of Pagiceasam.
uppida, the very pivot on which rests the eatire system of Buddhist
philosophy.

The importance of the Mahdsatipatthina Sutta, last but not the least,
cannot be overestimated as a sermon on practical training in the seventh
factor of the Noble Path, namely — samm3 sati.  Tor gencrations, this Sutta
Tias been a source of inspiration and guidance 1o the many who have cared to
fisten 10 the teachings of the Buddha and have set their heart to the actual
fulfilirent of the Path — men and women, monks and laity.

5, The Present Edition

This presentsn co-ordinated editionin Pevanigsid of the thitd volome
of the Dighanibiya, the Pathilwanea, bued on the Bllnwing venions of
the text —-Barmes (Chagliesdietyana publieation, 1955; Sinhalee - edited
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by Rev W Siry Nanavasa Thera, 1829, Srimese - Mahamakuta Govern
ment publicition, 1926, Roman - cdited by J E Carpenter, P T § 1911

Tor prepanng our MSS, we have adopted the Chatthasangayina edition
as our basic text, an edition that hns been brought out by the efforts and
sanction of aninternationil Sangha constituting of the ze1lous holders of the
orthodox Theravida tradition Very often, we have agreed m sclecting the
readings and 1n paragraph-arrangement, but, we have broken new grounds
by providing a system o” headings and sub headings and adopting a method
of punctuation, thereby making the text more usclul for the modern reader

(a) Headwngs

In the old fashioned books, no headings have been givenin the begin
ning of asection Instead, 1t1s at the end that we have words uke  mutthitam
But, to the modern reader, this presents a difficulty 1n forming a complete
picture of the Sutta as an organic umty  We have, therefore, ventured to
provide headings, numbered and arranged, with the purpose of bringing to
relief the order and sequence in the parts of the Sutta  As far as possible, the
headings have been constructed with words picked up from the body of the
text, the cluef objective being to indicate at the outset what does the section
contain  Our readers should note that they have been supphed by us and
that they do not belong to the ongmal text

The principal headings have been printed m 16pt  Mono Black and
are numbered, with the article sign Notable heads contained 1n 1t have
also heen printed 1n 16pt  Mono Black, but have not been numbered The
sub headings have been serially numbered esther 1n figures or in letters, and
have been printed n 14pt  Mono Black Headings still subotdinate to
1t have been numbered and printed m 12pt Mono Black In the fohg of
odd pages, 1t 15 only the principal headings that have been mentioned, not

the subordinate oncs .

(b)  Selection of readings

In selecting a reding for our text out of the varants available, phylgly
gical consideration, no doubt, has been the chuefl consideration, but, at the
same time, we have not lost sight of the importance of the lusm‘,lcal Usage
When different forms are both grimmatically correct and current i e, we
have put one 1 the text and mentioned the others in the foot notes 1 such
cases, sclection of one form does not mean the reyectzon of others
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(¢) Puncluation marks

Ornignally, no punctuation marks were used n Palt, except, perhaps
one for full stop The Siamese edition has followed the same tradition But as
the syntax of Palt 15, at times, so very difficult and complicated, the use of the
modern marhs of punctuation is decidedly advantageous m making out the
meamng explictt and i bringing out clearly the interconnections between tht
different constituent clhuses and phrases, which, in their absence, would havt
remamned obscure, if not misleading ' We have, therefore, uscd all the modert
marhs freely, not 1n a mechamcally rigid manner, but, only with a vicw «
facthitating the correct understanding of the sentences And m this, we havt
tried to be systematic and consistent

‘The following marks have been used — full stop of Devanagan(i)s
comma { }, colon ('}, semucolon (,}, note of interrogation(?), note of inter
jection ("), hyphen (=), dash (—), double mverted commas (¢ '), and single
mverted commas (*°)

In the first volume of this series, the Mahavaggn, we used nverted
commas to denote areported speech only where 1t was preceded by  repor
ting verb But , now, we have decided to use them even where the reporting
verb has not been mentioned  The quotation of a principal reported speech
has been indicated by the use of double inverted commas, whether preceded
by a reporting verb or not, the quotation of a subordmate speech, contuned
1n 1t, has been indicated by the use of single mverted commas, and, the quo
tation of speech or speeches contuned even in that has been indicated nat
by mverted commnas but simply by the use of a dash after 1ts reporting verb
Tresh pragraphs occuning in the principal reported speech hive been
opened with doubleinverted commns, and, those occunng in the subordinate
speech have been opened with single inverted commas

{d) Abbrevrations

In the foot note, the abbrevintion ®e stands lor the Roman edition
e stands for the Smhalese edition, e for the Siamese cdition nd e
for the Burmese edition

Tu the marp, the abbreviation ‘R’ stands for the Roman, and *B* for
the Burmese editons Mhey indicate that the page number put by sts nde
begins from that e Reference to the page numb-rt of the Roman edition
will Fralitte thewecof the P T S Pl Faglsh Dictionary, as well At ather
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modern publicat’ons in or on Pali, in which references are made to the books
of the Roman edition.

() Corner-references

'On odd pages of the book, the corner numbers refer to the Sutta, the
principal heading and the paragraph occuring at the end of the page; and on
even pages they refer to those occuring at the beginning of the page.

(f) Spelling

About the mode of our spelling, it is necessary to note that we have
generally treated the indeclinable particles va, pi and # as independent words,
as the initial vowels of epa, api and 14i are very often dropped in Pali.

The Parasavarna combination has essentially been made when occuring
in the same word, as—Sarigha, Kvici, Pafica etc. At other places, this com-
bination has been generally avoided as - evart i, kammaw ti etc, But, to
show that the other forms are also grammatically valid, we have, on occasions,
used this form also—evampi, kammanti ctc.

Some western editors have accepted the same method of spelling; but,
in cases where ‘4’ is preceded by 4©° or ‘pi’ by ‘a’ they have applied the
Sanskrit rule of sandhi— akak savarpe dirghak; and have spelt the indecknable
particles together with the preceding words; as, desesiti and fassapi. But, in
such cases also, we have spelt them separately as - d'm:n' i and tasd pi.,
The lengthening of the preceding vowels before & and pi may V\{C" be ex-
plained by the rule—Byafijane digharassd (Moggalana 1.33), which allows
lengthening of a short vowel, 1f it precedes a consonant; as in—muni+-care=
muni care; Khantrparomam=Khan!i paramari, Gotama+-t=Gotama ti, Hoti+
ti=Holi ti,

. » . = . .

The printing of the first two volumes of the series—Mahivagga ang
Cullavagga — is almost complete, and we are taking steps to get their Copia
released for general distribution.

As a matter of course, W€ should h.av.e next taken up the re,
three volumes of Vinaya Pitaka — Pacittiya, Pargjika and p
final press-copies of which has been ready. Sl.nce Tong, But
more suitable to give precedence the printing of the
of the Digha Nikaya-

Temaining
Aarivira, the
» we found it
three volymes
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Due to unavailability of pap%r, actual printing was started as late
as by the end of February ’58. And it is only in a period of about two
months that the printing of these volumes has been completed.

The batch of our staff’ po;ted at the press for reading proofs — consisting
of an editor, Shri L. N, Tiwari, M., A., and two assistant editors, Shri Birbal
Sharma, M. A. and Shri Shyamdeo Dubedi, M. A, — had to work very

hard day and night, to bring out these three volumes in such a short
time

Dr. A. K. Narain, M. A, Ph. D., of the Banaras Hindu University
has prepared the final press-copy of this Introduction and has also seen it
through the press. My best thanks are due to him for the same.

We thank the proprietor and the staff of the Vidya Mandir Press
(Private) Ltd., Varanas, for their promptness and willing co-operation
which made it possible to print these volumes in time.

Bhikkhu J. Kashyap.
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% ka
9 ca
Zta
qTta
9 pa
T ya

THE PAL! ALPHABET IN
DEVANAGARI AND ROMAN CHARACTERS

VOWELS

CONSONANTS WITH VOWEL “A”

= kha
¥ cha
3 tha
v tha
% pha

Tra

T ga
« ja
T da
T da
T ba
% la
g ha

7 gha
W, % jha
z dha
¥ dha
w bha
T va

£ I_n

T G
= fa
% na
7 na
" ma
¢ sa
% arhi



& ka &1 ka
@ kha wrkhi fg khi

7% kka
77 kkha
7 kya
i kri
79 kla
# kva
& khya
& khva
T gga
= ggha
= gya
¥ gra
% nka
g nkha
¥, T hga
¥ ngha
=9 C‘Ci’-
=g ccha
= jja
¥, ¥% jjha
&7 fifia
=% fiha

VOWELS IN COMBINATION

fe ki & ki T ku T kil
g khi g khm g kha
CONJUNCT-CONSONANTS
£q fica 7 dva
=g ficha = dhya
=7 fija =7 dhva
=%, =% fijha = nta
2T, 7 tta = niva
5 ttha = ntha
& ¥ dda = nda
§ @ ddha = ndra
W nta 7 ndha
9% ntha ~ nna
vwg nda 1 nya
T nga 7 nha
93 nha < ppa
o tia = ppha
@ ttha T pya
& tva < pla N
o tya = bba
% tra @1 bbha
g, w@dda @ bya
z ddha ¥ bra
o dya = mpa
z dra # mpha
Te=1; =u; W=
B ¥ % ® =
3 4 6 7 8

& ke @ ko
& khe @ kho
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